
Cataract Surgery and your Intraocular Lens (IOL) Choices

What Are Cataracts?
Cataracts are a clouding of the natural lens in your eye, which makes vision blurry.
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Recovery after cataract surgery usually occurs within a few days.  See the chart of options below
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Your Intraocular Lens (IOL) Choices
AstigmatismDistanceIntermediateNear

Monofocal Lens  
• Designed to provide clear distance vision
• You will likely still need glasses for reading (and possibly distance vision)

Astigmatism-Correcting Monofocal Lens
• Corrects both cataracts and astigmatism
• Designed to provide clear distance vision without glasses
• You will likely still need glasses for reading

Extended Vision Lens
• Corrects cataracts
• Provides extended range of vision for distant and intermediate tasks and offers 

functional near vision for tasks like reading a menu or putting on makeup
• You may still need glasses for reading fine print
• Not designed to correct for astigmatism

Extended Vision Toric Lens
• Corrects cataracts
• Provides extended range of vision for distant and intermediate tasks and offers  

functional near vision for tasks like reading a menu or putting on makeup
• You may still need glasses for reading fine print

Trifocal Lens
• Corrects cataracts
• Designed to provide a full range of vision–near, far and in-between
• Not designed to correct for astigmatism

Trifocal Toric Lens
• Corrects cataracts and astigmatism
• Designed to provide a full range of vision–near, far and in-between

Intraocular Lens Choices

Visit www.SeeTheFullPicture.ca for more information
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Intraocular Lens Choices

Astigmatism-Correcting IOLs
71% of cataract patients have corneal 
astigmatism, which is a common condition 
that may produce blurry vision.

What you may see without glasses 
after you correct your cataracts

What you may see without  
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cataracts and astigmatism together 

The simulated images above are for illustration purposes only. 

Extended Vision IOLs
Extended vision lenses provide you with a
continuous range of vision so you can reduce
your need for glasses when performing 
routine activities after your cataract surgery.

Trifocal IOLs
Trifocal IOLs are designed to provide clear 
vision with increased independence from 
glasses after cataract surgery at near, 
intermediate and far distances.

The simulated images above are for illustration purposes only. 

The simulated images above are for illustration purposes only. 

 

Speak with your eye doctor about which IOL is right for you
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